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In this issue...
Election Time

What are your candidates doing for
Education?

NT ICPA State Conference
Meet the new council members and
read about what was discussed.

Education Election
As we prepare to vote...think about who will invest in
education.
Our government schools must not suffer the loss of one
more dollar.
Search out your local member. Let them know that you
expect them to tell their party that investing in public
education matters to you.
Our Schools. 		

Our Children. 		

Our Future.

Messages

From COGSO President and Ken
Davies CEO, Department of Education

Book your School
Representative Body Training
(Council/Board)

COGSO President’s Message
Did you know...
Council of Government School Organisations is here to
support School Councils and Boards.
On a daily basis we communicate with members of school
council and boards across the Territory. Parents and
members can contact COGSO on all matters regarding
School Council and Board issues in a confidential manner.
COGSO will never disclose any information or discuss any
matters raised by you to any other party.
We will act on your behalf only with the whole agreement
and authority from your school council or board.
We are here to support you.

NT COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENT
SCHOOL ORGANISATIONS

Hello everyone,
Here we are at the end of Semester One. I hope that we
have all had a chance to get involved in our children’s learning
and attendance at our great public schools. Research shows
time and time again that parents actively involved in their
child’s education means better educational outcomes for our
children. Equally important is ensuring that our children attend
school, as every day makes a difference to their education.
As parents, we are about to cast our vote in two upcoming
elections. The Federal election on 2 July and the Northern
Territory election on 27 August. I urge you to talk with
candidates and seek out their commitments to full student
needs based funding.
Continued on Page 3

COGSO encourages continual improvement in the
provision of quality educational
outcomes for all students in public education.

This is the Education Election
We face a stark choice at this election between investing in our
children’s education, and cutting funding to their schools.
The result will decide how our schools will be resourced into the
future. Whether we make sure every child that needs help at
school can get it, or whether we give up on the idea that every
child can get a quality education.
Malcolm Turnbull plans to end needs-based Gonski funding after
2017. That means schools will miss out on two-thirds of the extra
funding set down in signed Gonski agreements.
Labor and the Greens plan to honour the Gonski agreements in
full and provide an extra $4.5 billion for schools in 2018 and 2019.
That will allow schools to move towards the national resource
standards recommended by the Gonski Review as a way of
ensuring all schools are able to meet the needs of their students.
What is Gonski?
Respected businessman David Gonski led a thorough and
independent review of schools funding in 2012 which found the
way funding was being distributed was inequitable and too many
children were missing out on resources as a result.

• Paralowie R-12 School in Adelaide has used Gonski
funding to provide individual support to students with
disability or learning difficulty and lift their results.
Students are improving three times faster than expected
in literacy.
• Minimbah State School in Queensland has lifted literacy
rates through targeted programs, speech therapy and
professional development to lift the quality of teaching.
• Casino Public School in northern SW has focused on
literacy and numeracy and put additional support staff in
every classroom. Students in the early years are routinely
making 18 months progress in a year in literacy.
• Barrack Heights Public School in Shoalhaven, NSW,
has used Gonski funding to provide intensive individual
support for children with learning difficulties, allowing
many to return to mainstream classes
This is just the beginning: with the full six years of funding schools
will be able to deliver even more for students.
Why we need it?

His solution was to move to a system based on
student need, and lift funding where required
so all schools had the resources to properly
educate their students.

Before Gonski, Australia had a highly
inequitable system of schools funding
which was seeing disadvantaged students
fall behind.

Under the Gonski plan, the biggest increases
in funding go to the schools which educate the
most disadvantaged students.

Our scores on international tests declined
between 2000 and 2012. This was during
a period where funding to schools was not
distributed on the basis of need, and where
half of all private schools received more
than they were entitled to under the Howard
Government’s funding model.

That means more funding for public schools,
schools in low-SES areas, those with high
numbers of students with disability, Indigenous
students or students from non-English
speaking backgrounds.
Under agreements between the States and
the Federal Government this funding was to
be delivered over six years starting in 2014 – with one-third of
the extra funding coming from State Governments and two-thirds
from the Federal Government.
How is it working?
Gonski delivers funds directly to schools so they can meet the
needs of their local community. They can decide which programs
will deliver the greatest benefit for their students.

The inequitable funding arrangements
contributed to widening achievement
gaps between students from different
backgrounds:

• Disadvantaged students are three years behind
advantaged students.
• Children from regional and remote areas are up to 2
years behind those in the city.
• One-in-seven 15 year old students is at risk of leaving
school without the literacy skills they need for work.

Schools are using these resources for smaller classes, one-toone support for students, professional development to improve
the quality of teaching and extra literacy and numeracy programs.

Gonski funding focuses on ensuring all schools have the resources
they need to make sure all students can reach their potential.

This funding is already making a difference and helping students
to reach their potential.

This isn’t just good for social equity, it’s vital for our economic
future. Research conducted by education economist Adam Rorris
has found that Australia will be $72 billion better off if all students
leave school with the basic skills they need for work.

• Merrylands Public School in Sydney has lifted its HSC
results and doubled the number of students receiving
university offers in three years thanks to targeted literacy
and numeracy programs and one-to-one support for
students in upper years.
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Failing to invest in our schools is short-sighted and negligent. This
election is vital for ensuring that we make schools a priority and
give all our students the benefits of a quality education.

COGSO President’s Message
A good education gives a child the chance to lead a fulfilling
life and to make a valued contribution to society. It breaks
the cycle of disadvantage. It keeps Australia competitive in
an increasingly competitive world.
Some of our political leaders seem to have forgotten these
simple facts.
It seems as though public education is under attack – and
the victims of that attack are our children and Australia as a
whole. Australians were shocked by Prime Minister Turnbull’s
announcement in March this year that he would like to see
Commonwealth funding removed from public education.
In the current Budget year the Commonwealth invested $5.74
Billion into public education, whilst the non-government sector
received $9.9 Billion.
The NT Council of Government School Organisations
(COGSO) is not a political body, but parents have asked us
to step up during the 2016 election campaign on behalf of
the public education system.
COGSO represents 18,000 Northern Territory families and
their 33,500 children in our 151 NT public schools. Territory
families need a voice now, more than ever.
Parents are asking election candidates to support the public
education system by campaigning for increased funding.
We are making a plea to all voters to put public education at
the top of their wish list in this election.
A student needs-based funding model would give every child
the same chance to receive a high-quality education.
Families across the Northern Territory have told the Council
of Government School Organisations they want the Gonski
plan fully implemented. This plan would properly fund public
schools. Gonski funding would see an extra $100 million for
Territory children in public schools.
Those who say increased funds don’t necessarily improve
education outcomes should talk to teachers in New South
Wales. Gonski funding there has dramatically improved
numeracy, literacy, year 12 completion and university offers.
They have seen year 7 literacy levels boosted by one year
and in other years’ literacy levels boosted up to 3 and 4 years.
That’s what you get for your money: better educated kids
more capable of living enriching lives and making Australia
a stronger, happier society.

continued...

Access to a decent education – with
good teachers, enough teachers,
teacher support staff, tutors, proper
equipment, adequate learning programs
– is crucial for our children.
We ask all election candidates and
voters to support public education by
supporting the Gonski plan.
Yes, it’s expensive. Billions of dollars
of Federal funds over the next 10 or 20
years. But it’s an investment in our future
– in the future of our children, in the future of the Northern
Territory and Australia.
It’s an investment we can’t afford to ignore. For every $1
we invest into Education we save $10 in Health and Welfare
expenses.
We hope to hear further announcements of increases to
existing allocations for staffing and programming budgets.
Territorians are fortunate in that our politicians are very
available and accessible. Talk to your local member, your
Federal member and those seeking election about the issues
that are important to your child’s education and school. They
can’t help if they don’t know!
As always the wonderful staff at COGSO are here to help,
if you have any queries at all about anything, please do not
hesitate to contact our office.
If you would like the contact details of the candidates in your
electorate please email us on enquiries@ntcogso.org.au and
let us know the suburb, town or community where you live.
You are also welcome to telephone on 8999 3255 and Kim
will assist you also.
Our Executive Officer, Michelle Parker is available to support
you on 042 888 5353.
Have a fun, safe and relaxing mid-year break with your family
and friends.
Thank you
Tabby Fudge
President, NT COGSO

Nearly 80 per cent of our schools are in remote communities
and that’s where the funding issue is most acute.
Expert education consultant Stephen Lamb has told the
Federal Government that the NT is the most disadvantaged
jurisdiction in the western world. In other words, you have to
go to a developing country in Asia, Africa or Latin America
to find worse disadvantage.
Spending on public education did not keep up with inflation
in the Territory or Federal budgets. There is no doubt that
public school funding has gone down over the past three
years, especially in remote communities.
Hundreds of teachers and support staff have been cut. Money
for vital equipment – resources as crucial as sound amplifiers,
so that kids with hearing loss can hear the teacher – is not
there. Special needs staff have been cut or curtailed.
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A message from the Chief Executive, Department of Education
We are coming towards the end of what has been an extremely
productive first semester.
I am pleased that this year we have a net additional 653
students enrolled in government schools. The increase of
students enrolled in our schools, as against the same period
in 2015, has largely been in the Darwin, Palmerston and Rural
regions. In the other regions enrolments are consistent with
2015. This is great news for the government school system,
and shows the increased value parents are placing on the
government school sector.
There is no doubt the implementation of independent public
schools, combined with our system and school efforts to raise
standards and lift awareness about the outcomes achieved
in government schools, has contributed significantly to the
enrolment increases.
This year, we made a concerted whole of Territory effort to
increase student participation in NAPLAN testing and increase
teacher knowledge and understanding to maximise student
achievement in NAPLAN. I am pleased to report that the
preliminary data from the 2016 NAPLAN test period indicates
that there has been a significant reduction in the number of
student withdrawals. An increased level of participation means
that we have a more accurate picture of student ability, and
it enables schools and the department to identify areas that
are working well and those that need further improvement
to assist in improving student outcomes.

In May, the department launched Great Start Great Future;
the Northern Territory’s Early Years Strategic Plan 2016 – 2020.
The plan builds on what we are already doing for children birth
to eight years and provides a stronger coordinated approach
to early childhood education and care with a focus on health,
learning and wellbeing.
One of the key actions from the Great Start Great Future
plan is the development and implementation of the Northern
Territory Preschool Curriculum. The new curriculum, which
aligns to the Australian School Curriculum will be rolled out
in all government preschools from Term 3, 2016 and provides
for a consistent approach to explicit teaching in literacy and
numeracy in our early childhood education teaching and
learning programs, raising standards in the crucial early years
of child development.
School attendance remains a key focus: improving school
attendance is our number one priority, and the key to
improving student results. Looking forward to next semester,
we will be concentrating a significant amount of effort in
school communities to work together to
continue to improve school attendance
and engagement to improve student
outcomes.
Ken Davies
Chief Executive
Department of Education

Northern Territory Education and Care Awards 2016 Nominations Open

Tuesday 4 October 2016
Nominate an Educator or Service that you think deserves recognition.
Award recipients will receive the opportunity to participate
in a fully funded study tour to New Zealand from 7 - 12
November 2016.

AWARD CATEGORIES

• Emerging Professional Educator

To nominate yourself or someone else go to the website:
www.ntecawards.net

• Outstanding Professional Educator

Referred Nominations close Monday 4 July.

• Outstanding Family Day Care Educator

Detailed nominations close Monday 1 August.

• Outstanding Achievement in Community Engagement

For further information please contact Early Childhood
Australia on 08 89867142 or email nteca@outlook.com

• Outstanding Achievement in Sustainable Practice

The 2016 Northern Territory Education and Care Awards
will be held at Parliament House on October 4 2016, prior
to the Early Childhood Australia National Conference and
the 100 Languages of Children Exhibition

www.nteawards.net
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• Outstanding Achievement in Leadership

• Outstanding Education and Care Service in four
categories: Preschool, Long Day Care & Three Year
Old Kindergarten, Outside School Hours Care and
Budget Based Funded Services

Red Dust and Dreams

The 34th Northern Territory Isolated Children’s Parents’
Association State Conference was held in Katherine on
April 6th & 7th with a good representation from both Alice
Springs and Katherine Branches.

• Committee: Sally Sullivan (Katherine), Leza Cook
(Alice Springs), Kerri Scott (Katherine) and Julie
Richter (Katherine Branch).

Rosanna Lacorcia, National Stakeholder Relations Manager
for the National Broadband Network (NBN), spoke about
the upcoming commercial release of Sky Muster and the
education port that will be available with the installation.
Plans for the education port will be sold separately from
the normal plan and there will be up to 50GB / month per
child up to three children available. In the NT families with
children doing distance education WILL NOT have to worry
about purchasing any plans to use the education port as this
will be covered by Education Department and if the home
school room has more than 3 students then this will also be
covered by the Education Department. So the only thing
that members need to do is to register NOW in preparation
for the commercial release and you only have to register
for a personal plan.

The AGM was followed by the Conference Procedures
workshop which was attended by most delegates who found
it to be beneficial. This was followed by a networking social
get together around the pool and even the sprinkle of some
rain didn’t damper the enthusiastic chatter.

Federal ICPA President, Wendy Hick, informed those
present what has been happening on the Federal arena
and there was quite a bit of information. Her report and
other reports from conference will be available for download
from www.nt.icpa.com.au.

The conference on the 7th started with the National Anthem
being sung by all, under the guidance of Holly Tapp. NT
State Life Member and NTICPA Patron, Jan Heaslip, OAM
then opened the conference.

Other presenters on the day included Brian O’Neill,
President of the Society for the Provision of Education
in Rural Australia (SPERA), Remote Indigenous Parents’
Association (RIPA) and a lovely session from our own NT
Grown, Holly Tapp. We also heard from Sheri Fogarty on
behalf of her daughter Ellie Fogarty who was the 2015 Post
secondary recipient. The Branches shared what has been
happening over the past year in the Katherine and Alice
Springs regions, and the Home Tutor Register (HTR) report
was also delivered. All motions presented at conference,
including four floor motions were carried.

The Annual General Meeting was held on the 6th prior to
conference and the new council are as follows:
• President: Tiani Cook (Alice Springs)
• Secretary: Alethea Nicolle (Alice Springs)
• Treasurer: Sarah Measey (Katherine)
• Immediate Past President: Andi Bracey (Katherine)

Arthur Townsend, Executive Director Schools South,
discussed the Distance Education review and his
involvement which has a major focus on improving rural
and indigenous education outcomes. Delegates heard that
Distance Education provision and needs will be aligned,
based on a global school budget model. A reference group
of end users will be formed and ICPA will be invited to join
the review and test any model that is formed.
Arthur also covered the restructure of the Northern Territory
Open Education Centre. This will involve a change of name
to better reflect the services of this school as well as doing
a restructure of staffing. There will be a loss of 14 staff due
to enrolments decreasing by 50%.

The conference concluded with a most enjoyable cruise up
the Katherine Gorge as far as the second gorge, followed
by a sunset buffet dinner at the Katherine Gorge Visitor’s
Centre. Congratulations to convenor, Helen Harding, and
the Katherine Branch on another great conference.
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Top tips for your lunch box
Preparing the school lunch box is like walking a tightrope. Balancing the nutritional needs of growing
children while offering foods they will actually eat can be challenging for even the most organised
parents. With a third of a child’s total food intake for the day being consumed at school; it is important
that the bulk of food included in your child’s lunch box provides much needed nutrients, vitamins
and minerals for energy and growth. Below are just a few ideas.

Capsicum, pesto and cheddar sandwiches
Ingredients

Ricotta, ham & avocado wrap
Ingredients

•

Olive oil spray

•

100g fresh reduced-fat ricotta

•

1 red capsicum, quartered, deseeded

•

1/2 small ripe avocado, peeled

•

8 slices wholegrain bread

•

3 teaspoons fresh lemon juice

•

Butter, at room temperature, to spread

•

Freshly ground black pepper

•

70g bought basil pesto

•

2 rounds of wraps or pita bread

•

40g (1 cup) rocket leaves

•

65g (about 8 slices) fine-sliced leg ham

•

80g extra tasty cheddar, thinly sliced

•

4 small mignonette lettuce leaves, washed, dried

Method

Method

Step 1

Step 1

Preheat grill on high. Spray a large baking tray with olive oil
spray to lightly grease. Place the capsicum, skin-side up, on
the prepared tray. Spray lightly with olive oil spray. Cook under
grill for 5 minutes or until charred and blistered.

Place the ricotta, avocado and lemon juice in a bowl. Season
with pepper. Use a fork to mash until combined.

Step 2

Place the bread on a clean work surface and spread with ricotta
mixture. Top each bread round with ham and lettuce. Roll up
firmly to enclose and wrap tightly in plastic wrap.

Transfer to a sealable plastic bag and set aside for 5 minutes
(this helps lift the skin). Peel the skin from the capsicum and cut
the flesh into thin strips.
Step 3
Lightly spread half the bread with butter. Spread the remaining
bread with the pesto. Top the buttered bread with the rocket,
capsicum and cheddar. Top with the remaining bread, pestoside down. Use a serrated knife to trim the crusts from the
sandwiches. Cut into fingers to serve.

Recipes and photographs sourced from Taste: www.taste.com.au
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Step 2

School Council and Board Training
During Semester 1, a total of 35 schools attended training
sessions conducted by COGSO across the Northern
Territory. COGSO considers this very a successful period
of coverage throughout the Northern Territory despite the
current time pressures on school councils and boards.

COGSO staff recently visited Groote Eylandt and Bickerton
Island schools to deliver Governance Training to Alyangula
Area School, Angurugu School, Milyakburra School and
Umbakumba School. It was lovely to see CEO, Ken Davies,
drop in to say hello at the Angurugu School Council training
session.

Southern Region Governance Training

Angurugu School Council with CEO Ken Davies
School Principals Ben Slocombe and Stephanie Blitner

Travelling to schools, either urban or remote, and attending
school council/board meetings is always a rewarding
experience for COGSO. To see and hear their school
stories, to hear the challenges they have faced and are
facing, and to watch them as committed and passionate
volunteers on their school council is heart-warming. It is
also valuable and informative to help COGSO develop
mentoring plans for each council and board. It has been
a pleasure to work with them all so far and COGSO are
looking forward to work with the same and remaining
schools in Semester 2.

Alyangula Area School Council

To book your training and for
further information, contact
COGSO on 8999 3255 or email
enquiries@ntcogso.org.au
Southern Region Governance Training

Katherine Region Governance Training
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COGSO Executive

Training Schedule

The latest COGSO AGM was held on 24th October.

Would you like COGSO to deliver Governance
Training Sessions to your School Council? Training
dates for Terms 3 & 4 of 2016 are now available for
all public schools across the NT.

Welcome to your elected representatives:
Tabby Fudge		 President

In addition to Governance Training we also co-ordinate
Finance and Industrial Relations Training with your
Regional Business Consultant and the Chamber of
Commerce.

Robin Lawrence		 Vice President
Tooba Awais		 Treasurer
Noelene Armstrong		 Darwin Region
James Beattie		 Palmerston and Rural Region

Contact us now to make a booking.

Jeff Cook		 East Arnhem Region

Term 3

Term 4

Fred Richardson		 Southern Region

Finance
Industrial Relations
Governance
Regional Meetings

Finance
Industrial Relations
Governance
Regional Meetings

Ceinwen Grose		 Katherine Region
Vacant		 Barkly Region

All representatives attend the COGSO Executive
Meetings where they bring to the table issues
affecting schools in their regions.

TRAINING IS FREE WITH AFFILIATION.

Congratulations!

COGSO would like to congratulate all new
and continuing School Council and Board
members.

If you are on a school
council and are interested
in representing the Barkly
region,
please contact
COGSO Executive Officer,
Michelle Parker on
8999 3255

To help keep your members up to date with
COGSO correspondence, please email your
member details to enquiries@ntcogso.org.au.

Tell us what’s happening in your
Community - anywhere within the
Northern Territory, we want to hear
from You!

Join COGSO online for education information, issues and events, parenting resources and to
keep up to date. Check us out at:
www.facebook.com/NT-COGSO

www.ntcogso.org.au
P. 08 8999 3255
E. enquiries@ntcogso.org.au
W. www.ntcogso.org.au

Follow Us On

