Term 2, 2014

Presidents Message

Invitation for School Councils

Hello Mums, Dads, Grandparents, Uncles, Aunts and
everyone who takes part in bringing up our wonderful
children.
Welcome to the second edition of pareNT for 2014.
If you are like me, you will be right into the routine of
school term.
We are moving into the dry season which means the
lovely, cool evenings up here in the Top End and,
perhaps chilly is a better word for our Central Australian
families. Either way, it is always a good opportunity to
get away from the TV, and enjoy an evening out under
the stars. My family enjoyed one of the first sunset
markets for the season, a simple but pleasant event.
We set up our picnic table, wandered off to choose
our favourite food and enjoyed eating while watching
the sunset and listening to the hustle and bustle of the
crowd. It was a welcome and refreshing break from
our daily routine.
With the routine of our daily lives it can often feel like
it is easy to be complacent. What I mean by that is,
we often expect someone or something else to speak
up when we see things aren’t quite right. Our public
education system is about to go through some very
significant changes. These changes are about who and
how schools are governed. They are also about how
schools are funded. We, as parents, need to be asking
the question “How or will this improve the education
of our children?”
Public Education is a corner stone of life here in the
Northern Territory. I was educated here in Territory
schools and I hope that you, as I do, take great pride in
watching our children progress through our wonderful
public schools.
Gerard Reid
President

COGSO is hosting an Open Discussion
Forum on School Autonomy - Global
Needs Based Resourcing Model

Saturday, 14 June 2014
3pm to 5pm
Mirambeena Travelodge
Cavenagh Street, Darwin

Department of Education staff Greg Moo, Chief
Financial Officer and Nicole Hurwood, Director School
Autonomy Project will be on hand to respond to your
queries and provide further information. For those
across Northern Territory, Teleconference and Skype
is also available.

Current Issues
• Review of Indigenous Education
• Reform of the Education Act
• School Autonomy
• Independent Public Schools (IPS)
• Federal and Northern Territory
Budgets

NT COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENT SCHOOL ORGANISATIONS
COGSO encourages continual improvement in the provision of quality educational
outcomes for all students in public education.

Department of Education Chief Executive Officer’s Report
School autonomy is on the agenda Australia-wide, and you
will have been reading and hearing about it in the national
media. For the NT this concept is not new and many of
our school councils already operate with a great deal of
flexibility over their budgets and school programs. Indeed,
the focus of school autonomy is about improving local
decision making and giving parents and local communities
a significant say in their schools.
Increasing school autonomy was explored with our
principals and school staff at the Leaders’ Conference
in April.
To support greater autonomy, global school budgets will be
introduced for all schools from 2015 and support programs
are being developed to assist schools and school councils
to manage this change.
I have been meeting with school councils to talk about
school autonomy and listen to ideas and concerns about
the reform. Regular information about this reform is being
provided to COGSO and I encourage school councils to
engage with principals to provide feedback and gain more
information.
The review of Indigenous education has been released by
the Minister for Education. The findings of researcher Bruce
Wilson represent the culmination of the most important

appraisal of Indigenous education in 15 years. Government
is giving careful consideration to the recommendations
and has allocated funding in the budget to support their
implementation.
NAPLAN testing was recently conducted in our schools for
students in years 3,5,7 and 9. The data generated about
student achievement is invaluable to track the performance
of our students, schools and the system.
The 2014 Budget included some exciting announcements
for education, with $5.2 million allocated to increase
classroom capacity in five remote schools and $1.2 million
to expand Rosebery Preschool. In addition, new school
projects will be designed this year and funded in future
budgets including a special education school in Palmerston,
enhancements to the Henbury School, and a preschool
and primary school in Zuccoli.
The budget also confirmed a boost to distance education
with a new state of the art NT Open Education Centre,
funded by an $11.6 million partnership between INPEX and
the Territory Government. It will be built on the grounds
of Darwin High School and feature world class distance
education programs.
Ken Davies
Chief Executive

NT Board of Studies Awards - Rhiannon James
out I had to put a lot of effort in and I’m glad I did. I chose
to do a fund raiser for Biggest Morning Tea, I did various
volunteering actives in the lead up to it to try and see how
events are organised and put into action.
A lot of work went into my morning tea with the help of my
teacher and her grade 10 cooking class. Working with this
class was great, they all had a lot of ideas and we’re very
helpful. On the day of the event I was very nervous; this
fundraiser was what would determine my final grade. I ended
up raising over $500 which I was very proud of. All my hard
work had paid off, and when I received this award I really felt
like even though 2013 was a hard year, I had overcome it and
pushed myself to receive such good grades.
Rhiannon James, Darwin High School
with COGSO President, Gerard Reid
Communication and the Community Award
When I heard about this award it was through a letter I was
sent by Parliament House inviting me to the presentation
ceremony.
I had no idea what the award was for or why I was receiving it
up until your actual night. This invitation had come in the mail
a month after finishing Year 12, possibly one of the hardest
years of my life.
It was a struggle for me to gather the motivation to graduate;
I had my heart set on leaving school to work full time. If it
wasn’t for some amazing teachers who pushed and motivated
me, I wouldn’t of received this award.
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I feel so blessed and proud of myself that I didn’t give up,
and also that my teachers never gave up on me. By choosing
Community Studies as a class in Year 12 I thought it was
going to be an easy class to help me pass the year, but turns

On the night of the award ceremony I was over the moon
with excitement and happiness, I had my mum, dad and best
friend there to support me. It was a great night were all the
other students who had worked really hard over the year came
together and celebrated their achievements.
From this point on I feel like because of this award I can
conquer anything, it has given me the motivation to not give
up when things are hard because in the end they always get
better, and you will always have something to prove for it.
I’d like to thank the NT Council of Government School
Organisations for sponsoring this award, and also my family
and teachers for always being there and helping me shine
to my full potential.
Rhiannon James

Palmerston Alderman Visits the Year 10 B Homegroup at Palmerston Senior College
to provide more beds for the homeless; free bus tickets
for all, for journeys under 20 minutes; approving a Royal
Palmerston Hospital; picking up rubbish to beautify
Palmerston; fund raising and promotion of local clubs and
fund raising for the Red Cross.
Together they discussed the students’ ‘Homegroup
Community Engagement’ ideas, explaining concepts such
as funding, taxation and the chain of command in terms of
how ideas become laws.
Palmerston Alderman Ms Seranna Shutt visits the Year
Ten B Homegroup at Palmerston Senior College.
In March, Palmerston Senior College’s Ms Hempel’s Year
Ten Homegroup took the opportunity to discuss her role
as new Alderman in the Palmerston region, and to explain
the workings of council from a young person’s perspective.

Alderman Shutt enjoyed meeting the students and was
impressed with their grasp of local initiatives and their
willingness to get involved with their community for the
good of all.
Ms Hempel
English and Humanities Teacher PS

Students enjoyed hearing about the Alderman’s endeavours
to take the views of young people directly to council.
Students were able to hear about current council initiatives
to encourage the growth of a strong community atmosphere
in the suburbs of Palmerston and along its Boulevard.
The students’ ideas included plans for a roller rink; a
museum or zoo to encourage tourism; cheaper gym
membership for 15-20 years olds; independent book,
music and art shops along the Boulevard; more family
activity days; a train service direct to the city; tree planting
to reforest parts of Palmerston; to lobby the government

Costa Goes to Sadadeen Primary School
Bewhiskered host of the ABC’s Gardening Australia program,
Costa Georgiadis, visited Sadadeen Primary School on
15 May.
The Alice Springs school’s garden manager and teacher, James
Pollard, entered the local ABC contest, Costa’s Top Plot, and
won the right to host the gardening guru for a day.
Costa spent the day energetically working with the Transition to
Year 3 students on seed and native plant propagation - activities
that dovetail with the juniors’ biological science program - and
Year 4 to 6 classes on composting fundamentals.
The school’s garden was established in 2013, supported by
the local Red Cross, it boasts an array of flowers, herbs and
vegetables, including melons, peas, carrots, cabbage and
tomatoes, beans and corn. Currently the students have been
busy planting the winter crop and developing worm farms that
are planted within the school beds.

The children have the reward of seeing their efforts develop
into fruit and vegetables they can eat.
It is the first time Costa has visited the school.
Costa’s advice on the day was to enjoy eating the fresh
produce from the schools garden and to avoid preservatives
and chemically-produced foods. “You are what you eat”, Costa
said and he is all in favour of teaching students and the wider
community the importance of eating nourishing food for your
body and soul.
James Pollard
Science Teacher

“The garden has expanded into the new learning area, and
includes wicking drums to support our citrus trees,” Mr.
Pollard said.
All the school children are involved, as part of a focus on science
and environment and the Stephanie Alexander Program.
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School Council Governance Training
Between February and June 2014, a total of 37 Governance
Training sessions have been conducted across the
Northern Territory. An additional 8 schools are booked
before the end of Term, reaching more than 200 school
council participants.

COGSO considers this a successful period of coverage
throughout the Northern Territory, despite the majority of
school councils unable to participate in Governance Training
in March and April 2014 as the Review of Indigenous
Education and the Education Act Reform occupied many
school council meetings.
Despite the current pressures on school council time, the
schools have undertaken Introduction to School Council and
Introduction to Governance sessions. Some schools have
also moved on to Structure, Leadership and Management
and Roles & Responsibilities.
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Travelling to schools, either urban or remote, and attending
school council meetings or workshops is always a rewarding
experience for COGSO. To see and hear their school
stories, to hear the challenges they have faced and are
facing, and to watch them as committed and passionate
volunteers on their school council is heart-warming. It is
also valuable and informative for developing mentoring
plans for each council. It has been a pleasure to work with
them all in Term 2.
Featured in this issue: Governance training at Alice
Springs School of the Air (ASSOA), Humpty Doo
Primary, Larrakeyah Primary, Berry Springs Primary,
Milingimbi CEC, Karama Primary, Bradshaw Primary,
Acacia Hills Primary, Braitling Primary, and Sadadeen
Primary.

School Council Governance Training Continued

Karama School Council Meeting April 2014

Milingimbi Executive School Council Meeting
May 2014

Taminimin Students af Freds Pass Show

COGSO Regional representatives hosted a forum to
hear from schools on the Education Act discussion
paper. A total of 26 school council members attended
in person and by teleconference.

COGSO would like to acknowledge the great work of
Taminmin College agriculture students who recently
participated in the Freds Pass Show.

Schools from Darwin, Palmerston & Rural, Nhulunbuy,
Tennant Creek and Alice Springs were represented.

Milingimbi CEC Attendance Officers May 2014

Students show off their
livestock and other
produce and Taminmin
continues to win awards
for cattle for which they
have established an
excellent
reputation
throughout the Northern
Territory.
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Jingili Primary School Science Expo
– 3 April
School
of the2014
Air
John Rivas, a retired science teacher from Casuarina Senior
College held a two-day Science Show with several classes at
Jingili Primary School in October 2013. The 40-minute show was
well received by students and teachers for it provided opportunity
to all in engaging themselves in fun-filled activities in Science.

Science Expo, there were 12 stalls from the service providers
mentioned above. The pre-school children had the chance to
visit 4 stalls in the morning while the rest of the classes had
12 stalls to visit on a 5 minute rotation. Just imagine the effort
of the presenters explaining their displays 12 times in an hour.

This prompted the interest from John Rivas, together with his
wife, Edna Rivas, also a retired teacher and former coordinator
of Science at Moil Primary School, to organise a Science Expo
at Jingili Primary School in the first Term of 2014.
Rationale:
Science is a part of our daily lives. Things that surround us
including those inside our body have scientific explanations.
It is therefore important to instil amongst the children at Jingili
Primary School an appreciation of and interest in science from
K to 6 and hopefully beyond.
Objectives of Fun in Science at JPS are:
1.	To engage the students in scientific endeavours through
enjoyable experiences.
2.	To give students opportunities to create guided pursuits
of science education and develop interest in scientific
discovery.
3.	To provide students with a time to have fun in science
activities and give them the chance to create the idea that
a mere game and interest in science now can lead into a
career in science in future.
Committee:
At the end of the year function held at JPS Staff, John Rivas
raised the idea of having a Science Expo at JPS in 2014. A
committee of interested teachers and parents raised their hands
for this activity; hence, a committee was formed.
What did this involve?
This was a community engagement which involved participation
of experts in the community. The people with scientific expertise
in the community were invited to present activities for the students
to enjoy. These hands-on and minds-on activities gave students
and teachers the chance to achieve the objectives of this event.
In Term 1, John and Edna started inviting community experts
to do a half a day presentation of their expertise in Science at
Jingili Primary School. The specific areas of interests were: St.
John’s Ambulance, Crocodylus Park, NT Territory and Wildlife
Park, NT Hearing Services, Darwin City Council, Cancer Council,
CSIRO and NT Police. All the Education Officers of these areas
responded positively to our requests.

There were 3 sessions of one hour during the day. The children
showed their good manners and respect to the visitors and the
photos showed how much they were engaged in the hands-on
activities presented to them.
Below are some photos with a brief description of what the
presenters presented to the students.
Stalls 1-4 were prepared by John Rivas and shown to the
students by Year 5/6 Dixon:
Physical Science: The experiments were Egg in a Bottle,
Tornado in a Bottle and Mystery Boxes. The children thoroughly
enjoyed these activities. Sometimes, the experiments worked
but sometimes they didn’t. Other experiments were on magnets,
circuit boards and Van de Graaf Generator.
The children had also the opportunity to use a powerful
microscope by looking at the different shapes of crystals. Samples
of crystals were viewed under microscopes to see their crystal
shape formation.
There were 2 trays with simulated fossils covered with fine sand.
This activity gave the students to patiently brush off sand to reveal
the fossils hidden underneath and the students were encouraged
to tell stories about the fossils.

With thorough preparations for this big event, a Science Expo
was held at Jingili Primary School on 3rd April 2014. At this

Stall 5: The Crocodylus Park was managed by Porsha Tyrell.
She brought a baby crocodile with her which was very popular
among all the students. Being able to handle it, feel its skin and
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Jingili Primary School Science Expo
touch it was an exciting experience for the students. Porsha also
explained the kinds of crocodiles, the dangers with crocodiles
in Territory waters and how to protect them in our environment.

Continued

on sun protection clothing, Slop on 30+ sunscreen, Slap on a
hat, Seek shade, Slide on some sunglasses.
Stall 10: Lisa Dawson and Nana Normannsdottiv from the NT
Hearing Services showed the children the inside of the ears
through a TV screen. The children were fascinated by looking
at what is inside the ear. They were told how to look after their
hearing which is so important in our everyday living. Children
also learnt what causes deafness.
Stall 11 was another popular activity among the children but a
bit scary for others. Andy Mills and Jasmin Guetton from the
Territory Wildlife Park brought an unusual snake which was an
albino python and a lizard. The excited children had the chance
to touch the skin of the python and the lizard. Mrs. Armstrong
was challenged by Andy Mills to have the snake around her neck
which she bravely did in front of the school children.

Stall 6: CSIRO under the leadership of Paul Lyons presented
the very popular Robotics. The children just loved this activity
where robots are used to do programmed tasks. Paul had 12
different programmed activities for the robots to complete.

Finally, Stall 12 with the St John Ambulance Van was actively
managed by Kathy Allen and Arnah Holland. The children
were curious to find out what was inside the van and that day
was their opportunity to explore it. Others thought it was an ice
cream van. A table was set up where the students were given
cardboard ambulances to take home and build and the differences
between a volunteer ambulance (green and white checkers)
and an Emergency Services “000” Ambulance (Red and white
checkers) was explained. Information about St John Ambulance
Cadets was also available on the day and a few students were
very eager to learn more about the program. A lot of learning
took place in 5 minutes in this stall.
Jingili School is so lucky to have a promising scientist, Morgan
Lockhart, who made his own guitar out of recyclable materials
and he could play it too. It produced a very good sound. How
he did it was incredible!
A very heartfelt thanks to all the presenters from the students,
staff and parents of Jingili Primary School. This is an event that
the schoolchildren will remember forever.

Stall 7: NT Police was presented by Constable Nicolette
Krepapas with the help of her two Youth Engagement Officers,
Constable Alan O’Brien and Constable Dan Bull. This was a
very interesting stall where children were shown how the police
take finger prints to catch criminals. They all made a sample of
their own finger prints. The Constables also showed the children
a crime scene on the floor which was amazing.

We would also like to acknowledge the support of the staff (Leslie
Turner and Malini Stephens) and the enthusiastic parents: Stav
Kalombokas, Donelle Lockhart, Kylie Greer, Helen Treacy
and Elisha Toms. Lastly, thank you to Mr. Ken Vowles, MLA
for Johnston, for donating the prizes for the Mystery Box
Competition.

Stall 8: Darwin City Council was enthusiastically led by
Shenagh Gamble and Judy Leask. They demonstrated
environmental messages using Smoothie Bikes and a recycling
relay. The Smoothie bikes help us to understand the power that
is needed to make appliances run and to realise that we also
create power when we ride bikes. Students were able to talk about
their own experiences riding a bike and make suggestions about
how it is good for the environment. The recycling relay is a fun
game to help students learn about what kind of materials can
be recycled and what can be composted. Students were able to
discuss the reasons why some items can’t be recycled and why
some items are better in the compost bin.
Stall 9: Cancer Council of the NT. led by Daisy Berigye and
Leander Hellet, presented a SunSmart presentation to the
children. They talked about why UV radiation is dangerous to
our skin; how it causes skin damage, wrinkles, blotches and skin
cancer. We hope that these two wonderful ladies were able to
instil in the children that they have to remember the 5 S’s - Slip

Written by:
Edna Rivas
(Grandmother)
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Media Release
PUBLIC EDUCATION DAY
“Public Education is being challenged in Australia and the
Northern Territory with a failure by governments to see
education as an investment”, said NTCOGSO President
Gerard Reid today as he expressed dismay at the cuts to
Education funding in the 2014/15 Budget.
“COGSO believes that public education deserves to not only
be celebrated but to be supported, our students deserve the
best opportunity to succeed. A well-resourced education
which meets the needs of all students must be provided,
regardless of their background or circumstance” Mr Reid
went on to say.
“Parents, principals, teachers, all school staff and school
communities continue to make a difference to the lives of
their students every day in our public schools. Research
unquestionably proves that family involvement in schools
improves student achievement.”
“Hundreds of families volunteer on Northern Territory school
councils in order to participate in improving the achievements
of all students and making a positive difference in school
communities.”

Riyawarray : Common Ground
The sun is rising.
I feel the wind refreshing my body
as I walk to school.
And as I walk in
I am truly proud.
On Common Ground.
Like the Njarra’ ceremony
Where different tribes come together
And become stronger.
Us, Yolnju and balanda
Are walking together
With new possibilities in front of us
Like a Light of Hope
Calling us rrambanji
Together respectfully.
Together powerfully.
Together as one mind
And one heart.

“Proper resourcing of schools is critical. In light of the recent
budget cuts to education we urge school communities to take
the opportunity to speak to their local member. We want to
hear how our respective governments are going to ensure
that learning outcomes will not be affected.”
“Public education is one of Australia’s greatest achievements.
Governments must view education as a priority investment
and not a privilege” concluded Mr Reid.

COGSO Representatives
All COGSO representatives attend the COGSO Executive
Meetings where they bring to the table issues affecting
schools in their regions.

2013-2014 Elected Representatives are:
Gerard Reid
Adam Thacker
Michael De Luca
Vacant
Matt Skoss
Coralie James
Jeff Cook
Nick O’Loughlin
Wally Mauger

President
Vice President
Treasurer
Katherine Region
Southern Region
Central and Barkly Region
East Arnhem Region
Darwin Region
Palmerston and Rural Region

By Esther Rarrinya
Milingimbi CEC

If you are on a school council and are interested in
representing the School Councils from the Katherine
region. Please contact COGSO Executive Officer,
Michelle Parker on 8999 3255 or 0429 993 255.

P. 08 8999 3255
E. enquiries@ntcogso.org.au
W. www.ntcogso.org.au
ABN 76 529 588 572

Follow Us On

